White House Conference on Library and Information Services: Early Stages (1979-1985): Report 02 by Pell, Claiborne
University of Rhode Island
DigitalCommons@URI
White House Conference on Library and
Information Services: Early Stages (1979-1985)
Education: National Endowment for the Arts and
Humanities, Subject Files I (1973-1996)
1987
White House Conference on Library and
Information Services: Early Stages (1979-1985):
Report 02
Claiborne Pell
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.uri.edu/pell_neh_I_87
This Report is brought to you for free and open access by the Education: National Endowment for the Arts and Humanities, Subject Files I
(1973-1996) at DigitalCommons@URI. It has been accepted for inclusion in White House Conference on Library and Information Services: Early
Stages (1979-1985) by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@URI. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@etal.uri.edu.
Recommended Citation
Pell, Claiborne, "White House Conference on Library and Information Services: Early Stages (1979-1985): Report 02" (1987). White
House Conference on Library and Information Services: Early Stages (1979-1985). Paper 4.
http://digitalcommons.uri.edu/pell_neh_I_87/4
Vol. 133 WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 1987 No. 9 
<rongrcssional Record 
Pages S1084-S1086 
By Mr.PELL: 
S.J. Res. 26. Joint resolution to au-
thorize and request the President to 
call a White House Conference on Li-
brary and Information Services to be 
held not later than 1989, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee -on Labor 
and Human Resources. 
WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 01' LIBRARY AND 
INFORMATION SERVICE 
• Mr. PELL. Mr. President, today I 
am introducing legislation that calls 
for a White House Conference on Li· 
brary and Information Services to be 
held in 1989. This proposal arises out 
of my direct involvement in the very 
successful 1979 White House Confer-
ence that focused national attention 
on the critical issues then affecting li-
brary and information services. The 
long range benefits that resulted from 
this Conference were many, but fore-
most among them were increased 
State appropriations for libraries and 
the formation of many · statewide 
Friends of Libraries organizations. 
One of the important recommenda-
tions of this first White House Confer-
ence was that a similar conference at 
the Federal level be held every 10 
years "to establish the national infor-
mation goals and priorities for the 
next decade, to assure effective trans-
fer of knowledge to citizenry, and to 
accomplish this goal in light of accel-
erated changes in information technol-
ogy and practices." 
It is now time to formally establish 
this second conference and to begin 
the serious task of setting an agenda 
that will properly address the impor-
tant issues facing libraries today. A 
similar proposal, introduced in the 
99th Congress, had gathered the bi-
partisan support of 50 Senators before 
time ran out, delaying further action 
until t~is year. 
A White House Conference Prelimi-
nary Design Group has already pro-
posed that three overarching themes 
be the focus for the 1989 Conference: 
library and information services for 
productivity, for literacy, and for de-
mocracy. Each theme is highly topical 
and will bring attention to areas that 
are of current concern both, to govern-
ment officials and to those in the li· 
brary and information services com-
munity. 
Libraries provide research and infor-
mation services that are vital to the 
economic well being of our Nation. As 
access to information becomes more 
and more important in our modem so-
ciety, the ability to locate, acquire, or-
ganize, and use information properly 
is something that even the average 
person must now have. The White 
House Conference will consider how li-
braries can further contribute to eco-
nomic vitality and growth. 
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Illiteracy should rightly be ad· 
dressed as a crisis of major national 
importance. Fully one-fifth of the 
American adult population, or 27 mil-
lion persons, cannot read beyond the 
fifth grade level, while another 46 mil-
lion are only marginally competent in 
reading and writing skills. This deplor-
able situation leads directly to high 
unemployment rates which in tum 
have a direct· bearing on our Nation's 
economic health. 
Libraries obviously play a most cen-
tral role in developing and expanding 
literacy. Studies have shown that 
reading skills and verbal expression 
have increased dramatically in elemen-
tary schools simply by adding or ex-
tending library activities. One very 
critical point to note here, however, is 
that 7 percent of our schools still do 
not have libraries. The tragic problem 
of illiteracy is, to my mind, one of the 
most crucial issues for the White 
House Conference to address. 
By coincidence, the bicentennial of 
the U.S~ Constitution will occur about 
the same time as the White House 
Conference on Libraries and Informa-
tion Services. This event should help 
focus additional attention on the third 
theme for the Conference: The impor-
tance of information in a democratic 
society. While information helps gov-
ernment officials make important de-
cisions, a truly democratic society de-
pends also on the informed participa-
tion of its people. Libraries are the in-
formation resource centers to which 
citizens tum to inform themselves. 
The Conference shall be planned 
and conducted under the direction of 
the National Commission on Libraries 
and Information Science in much the 
same manner as the Commission co-
ordinated the 1979 Conference. A suc-
cessful conference at the national 
level requires broad-based involvement 
in the planning process and it is the 
Commission's responsibility to ensure 
the participation of individuals and or-
ganizations at the local, State, region-
al, and national levels. 
To help focus attention on a wide 
range of issues connected with the ini-
tiation of this Conference, I intend to 
convene a hearing of the Subcommit-
tee on Education, Arts and Humanities 
on an early date in this lOOth session 
of the Congress. Congressman WIL· 
LIAM FORD of Michigan will be intro-
ducing an identical resolution in the 
House of Representatives calling for 
this important 1989 White House Con-
ference on Library and Information 
Services. 
It is time now for library users, civic 
leaders, and lawmakers at all levels to join earnestly in working with librar-
ians and suppliers of information serv-
ices to plan a second White House 
Conference. This ·conference will be a 
significant reaffirmation of our com-
mitment to our libraries. As it is im-
portant that this process begin, I urge 
my colleagues to join me in cosponsor-
ing this legislation. 
I ask unanimous consent that the 
joint resolution be printed in the 
RECORD. 
There being no objection, the joint 
resolution was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 
S.J. RES. 26 
Whereas access to information and Ideas 
Is indispensable to the development of 
human potential, the advancement of civili-
zation, and the continuance of enlightened 
self -government; 
Whereas the preservation and the dlssemi-
rui.tlon of Information and Ideas are the pri-
mary purpose and function of the library 
and information services; 
Whereas the economic vitality of the 
United States in a global economy and the 
productivity of the work force of the Nation 
rest on access to information in the postin-
dustrial information age; 
Whereas the White House Conference on 
Library and Information Services of 1979 
began a process in which a broadly repre-
sentative group of citizens made recommen-
dations that have Improved the library and 
information services of the Nation, and 
sparked the Nation's Interest in the crucial 
role of library and information services at 
home and abroad; 
Whereas library and information service Is 
essential to a learning society; 
Whereas social, demographic, and eco-
nomic shifts of the past decade have intensi-
fied the rate of change and require that 
Americans of all age groups develop and sus-
tain literacy and other lifelong learning 
ha.bits; 
Whereas expanding technological develop-
ments offer unprecedented opportunities 
for application to teaching and learning and 
to new means to provide access to library 
and information services; · 
Whereas the growth and augmentation of 
the Nation's library and information serv-
ices are essential if all Americans, without 
regard to race, ethnic background, or geo-
graphic location are to have reasonable 
access to adequate information and lifelong 
learning; 
Whereas the future of our society depends 
on developing the learning potential inher-
ent in all children and youth, especially lit-
erary, reading, research, and retrieval skills; 
Whereas rapidly developing technology 
offer a potential for enabling libraries and 
information services to serve the public 
more fully; and 
Whereas emerging satellite communica-
tion networks and other technolo!des offer 
(over) 
unparalleled oppartunity ·for access to edu-
cation oppartunities to all part.a of the 
world, and to individuals who are home-
bound, handicapped, or incarcerated: Now, 
therefore, be It 
Resolved btl the Sena.le and Howe of Rep-
reaent4tivea of the Untted Statu of America 
tn Ccmgre88 assembled, 
PRBSmDT TO CALL COJO'BRDCB m 1989 
SECTION l. The President Is authorized to 
call a White House .Conference on Library 
and Information Services to be held not 
later than 1989. 
BSTABLISBMElfT 01' COlfl'BRBllCB 
Sze. 2. <a> Pulu>oss.-The purpose of the 
White House Conference on· Library and In-
formation services shall be to develop rec-
ommendations for the further improvement 
of the library and Information services of 
the Nation and their use by the public, in 
accordance with the findings set forth In 
the preamble to this Joint res;olu~on. 
<b> COlllPOSITION.-The Conference shall 
be compased of-
<l > representatives of professional library 
and Information personnel and individuals 
who support or furnish volunteer services to 
libraries and Information services centers, 
from all age groups and Walks ~f life, and 
members of the general public; 
<2> representatives of local, st!Ltewlde, re-
gional, and national institutions, agencies, 
organizations, and associations which pro-
vide library and Information services to the 
public; · 
<3> representatives of educational institu-
tions, agencies, organizations, and associa-
tions <Including professional and scholarly 
associations for the advancement of educa-
tion and research>; 
<4> Individuals with special kriowledge of, 
and special competence in, technology as it 
may be used for the Improvement of library 
and Information services; and 
(5) representatives of Federal, State, and 
local governments. 
(C) DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPANTS.-ln car-
rying out subsection <a>-
<1 > one·fourth of the participants shall be 
selected from the library and Information 
profession, 
<2> one-fourth of the participants shall be 
selected from among individuals who are 
currently ·active library and Information 
supporters, including trustees and friends 
groups, 
<3> one-fourth shall be selected from 
among individuals who are Federal, State, 
or local government officials, and 
<4> one-fourth shall be selected from the 
general public. 
(d) STATE PARTICIPATION 0PTIONAL.-State 
and territorial de!P.gates and alternates to 
the nationR.l conference may participate In 
the respective State or territorial confer-
ence. 
ADMINISTR.\TIVE PROVISIONS 
SEC. 3. (a) DIRECTION BY COMMISSIOlf.-
The Conference shall be planned and con-
ducted under the direction of the National 
Commission on Libraries and Information 
Science. 
(b) COMMISSION F'oNCTIONS.-ln carrying 
out this Joint resolution, the Commission 
shall- "' 
< 1 > when appropriate, request the coopera-
tion and assistance of other Federal depart-
ments and ai?encies in order to carry out Its 
responsibilities; -
<2> make technical and financial assist-
ance <by grant, contract, or otherwise> avail-
able to the States to enable them to orga-
nize and conduct conferences imd other 
meetings in order to prepare for the Confer-
ence: 
<3> prepare and make available baek-
ground materials for the use of delegates to 
the Conference and associated State confer-
ences, and prepare and distribute such re-
ports of the Conference and usoclated 
State conferences as may be appropriate; 
and 
<4> conduct fiscal oversight activities with 
respect to the preparation for and the con-
vening of the Conference including con-
tracting for the services of an audit firm. 
(C) FEDERAL AGENCY COOPERATIOlf Alfi) As-
SISTAHCE.--0) Each Federal department and 
agency, including the national libraries, 
shall cooperate with, and provide assistance 
to the Commission upon its request under 
clause <l> of subsection <b>. For that pur-
pose, each Federal department and agency 
is authorized and encouraged·to provide per-
sonnel to the Commission. 
<2> The Librarian of Congress, the Direc-
tor of the National Library of Medicine, and 
the Director of the National Agricultural Li-
brary are authorized to detail· personnel to 
the Ctlmmlsslon, upon request, to enable 
the Commission to carry out its functions 
under this Joint resolution. 
<d> PEasONNEL.-ln carrying out the prov!· 
sions of this Joint resolution, the CommJs-
slon ls authorized to engage such personnel 
as may be necessary to assist the Commis-
sion and the Advisory Committee, without 
regard for the provisions of title 5, United 
States Code, governing appointment& ta the 
competitive service, an<t without regard to 
chapter 51, IUlO eubchapter III of chapter 53 
Qf such title relating to classification and 
General Schedule pay rates. 
<e> ExPEHsEs.-Members of the Confer-
ence may, while away from their homes or 
regular places of business and attending the 
Conference, be allowed travel expenses, in-
cluding per diem In lieu of subsistence, as 
may be allowed under section 5703 of title 5, 
United States Code, for persons serving 
without pay. Such expenses may be paid by 
way of advances, reimbursement, or in in-
stitllments as the Commission may deter-
mine. 
REPORTS 
SEC. 4. (a) SUBllUSSION TO PREsIDENT; 
TRANSMITTAL TO CONGRESS.-A final report 
of the Conference, containing such flndlngs 
and recommendations as may be made by 
the Conference, shall be submitted to the 
President not later than 120 days following 
the close of the Conference. The final 
report shall be made public and, within 90 
days after its receipt by the President, 
transmitted to the Congress together with a 
statement of the President containing the 
recommendations of the President with re-
spect to such report. 
(b) PuBLICATION AND DISTRIBtJTIOl'l.-The 
Commission ls authorized to publish and 
distribute for the Conference the reports 
authorized w1der this joint resolution. 
Coples of all such reports shall be provided 
to the depository libraries. 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
SEC. 5. <a> COMPOSITION.-There ls estab-
lished an advisory committee of the Confer-
ence composed of-
<1> eight individuals designated by the 
Chairman of the Commission; 
<2> five individuals designated by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
with not more than three being Members of 
the House of Representatives; 
<3> five lndMduals designated . by the 
President pro tempore of the Senate with 
not more than three being Members of the 
Senate; 
<4> ten indlviduals appointed by the Presi-
dent: 
<5> the Secretary of Education; and 
I· 
<6> the Librarian of Congress. 
The President, the President pro tempore of 
the Senate, the Speaker . of the House of 
Representatives; and the Chairman of the 
Commission shall, after consultation, assure 
that members of the Advisory Committee 
are broadly representative, of all areas of 
the United States. 
(b) F'oNCTION.-The advisory committee 
shall assist and advise the Commission in 
planning and conducting the Conference. 
(C) ADMINISTRATIOlf.-0) The Chairlnan of 
the Commission shall serve as Vice Chair-
man of the Advisory Committee. The Advi-
sory Committee shall elect the C,Jlalr of t1!-e 
Advisory Committee from among its mem-
bers, who are not full-time Federal employ-
ees. The Advisory Committee shall select 
the Chair of the Conference. 
<2> The Chairman of the Advisory Com-
mittee is authorized to establillh, prescribe 
functions tor, and apP<>int members·to, such 
advisory and technical committees and staff 
a8 may be necessary to assist and advise the 
Conference in carrying out its functions. 
Cd) COMPENSATION.-Members of any com-
mittee established under this section who 
are not regular full-time officers or employ-
ees of the United States shall, while attend-
ing to the business of the Conference, be ~!}. 
titled to receive compeDBl!.tlun therefor at a 
rate fixed by tbl3 President but not exceed-
ing the rate of pay specified at the time of 
such service for grade 08-18 in section 5332 
of title 5, United States Code, including 
traveltlme. Such members, may, while away 
from their homes or regular places of busi-
ness, be allowed travel expenses, including 
per diem in lieu of subsistence, as may be 
authorized under section 5703 of title 5, 
United States Code, for persons in the Gov-
ernment service employed intermittently. 
GIFTS AND TITLB TO CERTAIN PROPERTY 
SEC. 8. <a> Girrs.-The Commission shall 
have authority to accept, on behalf of the 
Conference, in the name ,,of the United 
Stata, grants, gifts, or bequests of money 
for immediate disbursement by the Commis-
sion In furtherance of the Conference. Such 
grants, gifts, or bequests offered the Com-
mission. shall be paid by the donor or his 
representative into the Treasury of the 
United States, whose receipts shall enter 
such grants, gifts, and bequests ·in a special 
account to the credit of the Commission for 
the purposes of this Joint resolution. 
(b) REVERSION OP CERTAIN EQUIPMENT AND 
MATERIAL.-Materlals and equipment ac-
quired by the White House Conference shall 
revert to the National Conference on Li-
braries and Information Science after the 
close of the White House Conference. 
DEFINITIONS 
SEC. 7. For the purpose of this Joint reso-
lution-
<I> the term "Commission" means the Na-
tional Cc;mmission on Libraries and Infor-
mation Science; 
<2> The term "Conference" means White 
House Conference on Library and Informa-
tion Services; and 
<3J the term "State" includes the District 
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the Virgin Is-
lands, the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands. and American Indian Tribes. 
AUTHORIZATIOlf OP APPROPRIATIONS 
SEC. 8. There are authorized to be appro-
priated without fiscal year limitations such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out this 
Joint resolution. Such sums shall remain 
available for obligation until expended.• 
